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They were the dreaded texts you thought were  
a chore at school. But there’s a reason they’re called 

classics. It’s time to re-read literature’s finest

WORDS ! "JESSICA "WHITELEY



LORD !OF !THE !FLIES!
by William Golding (£7.99, Faber)

This newly 
republished edition 
features a foreword 
from horror master 
Stephen King who 
says it’s “as exciting, 
relevant and 
thought-provoking 
now as it was when 
Golding published 
it in 1954.” The tale of a group of young 
boys stranded on an island, and their 
descent into savagery is shocking at 
any age, but read it now and you’ll be 
struck by its extraordinary complexity. 
Lost innocence, and the hopelessness 
of human darkness? That might have 
been just a little too much for our 
teenage minds to handle. 

PRIDE !AND !PREJUDICE!
by Jane Austen, out 11 November 

(£8.99, Hodder)

It is a truth 
universally 
acknowledged that 
Mr Darcy made 
GCSE English more 
interesting. First 
published in 1813, 
Jane Austen’s tale 
of manners, morality 
and misconceptions 
gets better with each read. With a flurry 
of new adaptations in the pipeline, it’s 
worth giving the original some literary 

A !ROOM !WITH !A !VIEW!
by EM Forster (£14.99, Hodder  

& Stoughton)

If your memory of 
studying A Room 
With A View is 
giggling at a grainy 
video of naked men 
running through 
trees, you’re not 
alone. But this 
stylish 2011 re-issue 
enticed us in to give 
it a second chance. Set in 1908, this  
is the coming-of-age tale of Lucy 
Honeychurch, a young woman torn 
between social obligation and the 
desire for a different life. It’s a 
beautifully written love story – the kiss 
among the violets will make your knees 
go weak – and you may be surprised at 
just how funny you find the jokes. 
Evocative prose, knife-sharp British  
wit and a happy ending make this  
even better than we remembered. 

THE !CATCHER!  
IN !THE !RYE!
by JD Salinger (£8.99, Penguin)

Following the 
author’s death in 
2010, Salinger 
mania peaked last 
month when a 
one-sentence note 
he left for a maid 
was put up for sale 
for $50,000 
(£32,500). The 
story follows troubled teenage 
anti-hero Holden Caulfield and his 
misadventures star in Salinger’s only 
published novel. Can we relate to 
disaffected youth as adults? 
Surprisingly, The Catcher In The Rye 
still strikes a chord. Maybe it’s because 
we can finally understand Holden’s 
desire to cling onto his childhood, or 
maybe it’s because we realise that 
growing up doesn’t give us all the 
answers – either way, it still appeals. 

THE !"O #BETWEEN!
by LP Hartley (£8.99, Penguin)

Hartley’s story 
about secret love 
letters seems 
impossibly romantic 
in the Twitter  
age, but it’s also 
devastatingly tragic 
and resonant. The 
novel begins as 
middle-aged Leo 
Colston discovers an old diary and 
relives a life-changing summer he spent 
as a 12 year old. This isn’t just a 
coming-of-age story – it’s also about 
memory and experience. How do we 
look back on our childhood as adults? 
Is it an accurate perception or are our 
memories bound to be tainted? And 
how does it all influence our future 
decisions? A brilliant and moving 
exploration of nostalgia that ages 
better than most of our memories.

WUTHERIN"!HEI"HTS!
by Emily Brontë (£9.99, Harper  

Design International) 

After the success  
of the big screen 
adaptation of Jane 
Eyre, gothic novel 
Wuthering Heights 
is the next Brontë 
book to hit the  
big screen on  
11 November, giving 
you just enough 
time to rediscover the original book  
in this new, beautifully illustrated issue. 
A tale of love and revenge on the 
Yorkshire Moors, Emily’s only novel has 
influenced writers ranging from Albert 
Camus to Sylvia Plath and Stephenie 
Meyer. As teenagers we thought it was 
the worst love story we’d ever read: 
when they’re not ranting at each other, 
they’re having a huff. It’s only now we 
can appreciate the intensity with which 
Brontë explores Heathcliff’s obsession. 

THE !"REAT !"ATSBY!
by F Scott Fitzgerald (£14.99, Penguin) 

From Boardwalk 
Empire to Gucci’s 
flapper dresses, to 
the 2012 Gatsby 
re-make starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Carey Mulligan, 
the Twenties is 
having a moment 
and no-one 
captures its spirit better than 
Fitzgerald. Jay Gatsby is a self-made 
millionaire renowned for hosting 
glamorous champagne parties at his 
Long Island mansion. But his desire  
to win back a girlfriend – the beautiful 
and rich Daisy Buchanan – ultimately 
condemns him. Despite the beautiful 
prose and the countless glitzy soirees, 
there’s an unsettling emptiness in 
Fitzgerald’s prose which you might 
previously have missed, blinded by 
sequins and champagne flutes. 

"REAT !EXPECTATIONS!
by Charles Dickens (£14.99, Penguin) 

It’s the British 
writer’s bicentenary 
in 2012 but Dickens 
mania has already 
kicked off this year 
with retrospectives, 
adaptations and 
exhibitions all over 
the UK. Possibly his 
most-loved novel, 
Great Expectations is the story of 
orphan Pip’s bumpy journey from rags 
to riches to the realisation that morals 
are better than money. The boy-done-
good was the draw when we first read 
it but the character that will really 
intrigue this time is the aged and 
haunted Miss Havisham, swindled by 
her fiancé and left a jilted bride in her 
faded wedding dress. Those who now 
know the pain of heartbreak will see 
her not as a haggard, evil witch, but as 
a deeply damaged woman robbed of 
her ability to love and left desperate 
for revenge.  

NINETEEN!  
EI"HTY #FOUR!
by George Orwell (£8.99, Penguin)

The recent calls  
to regulate the 
phone-hacking 
press saw the term 
‘Orwellian’ back in 
the papers – so 
although Nineteen 
Eighty-Four may 
have passed, 
Orwell’s dystopian 
thriller about a totalitarian government 
controlling people’s thoughts still lends 
itself to a scary number of modern 
comparisons. You’ll now pick up on the 
phrases Orwell invented – from 
newspeak to Big Brother – and as an 
adult, clued up on current affairs, his 
comments on political spin are riveting. 

FAR !FROM !THE!
MADDING !CROWD!
by Thomas Hardy (£5.99,  

Vintage Classics)

Bathsheba 
Everdene is a 19th 
century power 
woman: smart, 
feisty and the 
owner of her own 
farm. But that 
doesn’t stop her 
from falling for the 
wrong man. Since 
Tamara Drewe last year gave a new 
twist to this Hardy classic we’ve been 
itching to re-read the original. Tinged 
with tragedy (and quite a high body 
count), Hardy exposes the dangerous 
sides of love, the betrayals and the 
bitter endings. Our favourite quote?  
“It may have been observed that there 
is no regular path for getting out 
of love as there is for getting in.”

love – as a teen, you may not have 
noticed Austen’s sharp and sometimes 
cruel humour. It’s hard not to wince  
for poor Mary Bennet when she takes 
the opportunity to play the piano  
after dinner, only to be stopped by  
her father with the withering line “You 
have delighted us long enough.” And 
you’ll notice now that under all the 
breathless romance lies a devastatingly 
honest summary of what it is like  
to be a woman seeking financial security 
in an age when beauty and charm are 
your only currency – and one with  
a sell-by date. 
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emember reluctantly 
ploughing through Pride 
And Prejudice for your 
English GCSE or thinking 
Brontë and her endlessly 

brooding Heathcliff were, well, a bit 
boring? From tales of unrequited love 
to descriptions of dystopian worlds, 
asking a 14-year-old to wrestle with  
the enormity of these themes in 
double English is a bit like asking the 
coalition to run smoothly: unrealistic. 
But revisit them with a dose of life 
experience under your belt, and you 
undoubtedly see them as the literary 
classics they are. Here are 10 of the 
best curriculum stalwarts to re-read,  
in some gorgeous new editions…
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